
I'm writing to urge the FCC to allow private citizens to declare their
telephones off limits to telemarketers.

It seems I get more and more of these calls every day. I work at
home. Interruptions, even brief ones, impair my ability to focus
on my job and maximize my work time.

There are so many of these nuisance calls that I've found I need
to make appointments for incoming calls with contractors. It's
either that or field endless interruptions. If there were a real
emergency requiring my immediate attention, I might well miss the
call with this solution.

I'd like my telephone back. We need legislation stronger than the
FTC proposal, which exempts just about everyone. We need legislation
without giant, gaping loopholes, like the one where calls are allowed
if they ask you for an appointment rather than your credit card.

Ideally, this should be technologically based legislation. The
telemarketers should be required to use a code like *83 before
every unsolicited call. Charities would be required to use *85,
maybe politicians *87. We could then block these calls with *84,
*86 and *88, respectively. Any telemarketer not using the codes
would be subject to a fine or more serious penalty.

Absent that, we need a no-call list with some teeth. Existing
legislation has been an abysmal failure. Large companies flaunt
the laws, hanging up before you can get a no-call request in, or
simply ignoring it alltogether. And there seem to be thousands of
these companies. It's not even the pitches that annoy, it's the
incessant number of calls.

Please enact legislation that gives us some relief. It's very much
needed.


